
or Bluewater for the shops, to 
Eastbourne for Laserquest, to 
Thorpe Park for thrilling rides 
and sometimes just a simple 
walk to pick blackberries which 
later form part of a crumble 
to eat. But the girls also have 
activities organised for them 

–swimming every Saturday, one-offs such 
as babycare complete with live babies, 
jewellery making, a boules competition, 
card making and, one that was completely 
different, the sugarcraft afternoon when 
Mrs Davis  took over the HE room and 
together with her 
daughter, Mrs 
Edwards, showed 
the girls how to 
construct figures 
from sugarcraft.
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Boarding is Teamwork
An amazing team of five formidable 
ladies have taken over the care of 
our boarders. At the helm is Mrs 
Adrienne Alton, who has been 
affectionately named Granny Ma, or 

Gaa, for short. Granny Ma was formerly at Bedales and 
is a qualified SRN. Together with Hamish, her West Highland 

terrier, she lives at The Towers for most of 
the week. The rest of the team is made up 
of Anne Garmston, Gaby Fox, Pat Hutton 
and Christine Durden. They have a wealth 
of different talents to bring to The Towers, 
ranging from healthcare to art, and together 
with Sister Frances and all the Sisters they 
are determined to take boarding from 
strength to strength.

So what do boarders do at the weekends? Well, some 
visit their day girl friends, which is excellent as it gives our 
boarders from distant lands an idea of life in a typical English 
home. There are excursions to places like Crawley, Worthing 

Where does it all start?
The Nursery continues to flourish 
and is now open Monday to Friday. 
The boys and girls enjoy a super 
relationship with the older Junior 
children who take a genuine interest 
in the little ones and love to play with them at break times. The Nursery children are very lucky in that they are able to learn 
to swim and most are now able to swim unaided. Not only do they have such a lovely setting but they are also able to go out 
for visits to local places – to feed the lambs, to collect eggs from Mrs Abbey’s chickens, to visit a local park or to walk on the 
Sussex Downs. The Nursery children complete The Towers family and we are delighted that they are back!

top left: Christine, 

bottom left: Anne, 

top middle: Granny Ma, 

top right: Gaby, 

right middle: Pat,  

bottom right: Sugarcraft

Halloween at the Nursery Feeding the LambsSwimming at the Nursery Walking on the Downs

A Cause for Celebration!
August 2007 saw yet another set of successful GCSE results. 
Six girls gained only A* and A grades and four of these 
achieved 12 passes each. These were Head Girl Hannah Page, 
Deputy Head Girl, Cassie Bending and Prefects Kyris Everest 
and Lauren Fowler. Laura Mintram gained 11 A* and A grades 
and Lorraine Cheng had 9  including an A in English and an 
A * in French – amazing for a girl whose first language is not 
English. The average points per candidate rose slightly and the 
maths results were outstanding with every girl gaining a C grade 
or above and 70% of the grades being A* or A. They were a 
delightful set of results which show 98% A* to C for all subjects.

But, yet again, these results are not what are most important. It 
is the other things that these girls achieve which makes them 
well-rounded individuals: Hannah Page had spent her second 
consecutive summer vacation helping with the sick of Arundel 
and Brighton at Lourdes and, throughout her time at The Towers, 
Lauren Fowler had been an active 
member of Arundel Cathedral 
Choir. Cassie and Kyris have had 
lead roles in all school productions 
and both won major scholarships 
to Hurstpierpoint. I am proud of all 
of our girls who have aimed high 
and in many cases exceeded even 
their own expectations!

Happy Girls with excellent results

STOP PRESS – Reunion 2008

Sunday June 29th 12 noon - Memorial 
Mass for Mother Bernard followed by a 
buffet lunch. We would love to see you 
there. Tell your friends!

PTA activities
As always we are indebted to the 
PTA for their enthusiastic support 
of everything we do and for their 
organisation of events such as 
Prizegiving lunch, the Gala Dress 
Rehearsal dinner, Quiz Night and the 
Christmas Bazaar. These events do 
not happen by magic and a simple 
‘thank you’ for all of their hard work 
seems inadequate. The Halloween 
party was enormous fun. The children 
enjoyed dressing up and playing party 
games in a beautifully decorated hall. 
Every uniform sale is accompanied 
by cups of tea and delicious cakes, 
often provided by Caron Brown, and 
the time given so generously by so 
many parents is one of the things that 
makes The Towers as described by 
one prospective parent, ‘a jewel in 
the Sussex 
countryside.’ 

Three Little Witches

Taking a break

Mask Ball for 
Xmas Party

When shall we Three 
meet Agaain

Mrs Hoare

Who cares about 
League Tables?
We don’t but it was rather 
nice to see our name at 
the top twice!! For the 
2006 GCSE results then 
for the 2007 results.

ENTRANCE TESTS: 
Saturday 2nd  Feb
Entrance Examinations for years 4 to 10 are 
usually held on the first Saturday in February 
and there is an Open Morning in the first week 
after the Autumn Half-Term. Please phone 
01903 812185 for further details.
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Older than the School
The girls were delighted to welcome 
WW1 veteran, Henry Allingham, to 
talk to them about his World War 
1 memories and his recollections of 
various events in his life. At 110 he is 
older than The Towers which admitted 
its first pupils in 1903. Henry hosted two question and 
answer sessions and had lunch with two Year 6 pupils. 
Alice Standen and Lily Eustace share June birthdays with 
Henry but there is 100 years between them. When asked,  
“Which decade of the eleven you have experienced so far 
would you like to re-live, given the opportunity?”  Henry’s 
answer was most moving in that he replied that he would 
choose the 10 years after he retired when he was able 
to spend some quality time with his wife, Dorothy, before 
she died. Henry’s advice to the girls was the same as his 

mother had given to him. “Be 
good and live a good life.”

Henry has lived a long and 
good life and his visit was a 
unique opportunity. The girls 
were incredibly lucky to have 
been given this amazing 
experience.

Henry has Lunch with 
Lily and Alice

Henry in the Lecture Theatre

May is the month of Mary
There is a tradition that Year 5 present the annual Rosary 
Pageant at Our Lady Queen of England in Storrington. 
This year the girls acted out the luminous mysteries and 
shared with the congregation appropriate readings and 
lovely music. The pageant is an annual event but this year 
the school decided to add another 
dimension and revive another 
tradition by holding their own May 
procession on the Chapel lawn. 
This culminated in a traditional 
crowning of the statue of Our 
Lady in the school chapel.

Crowning Our Lady




